
 
Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

 
Petition Number: PE1224
 
Main Petitioner: John Blyth and Helen McNeill  
  
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to consider displaying the flag of Scotland in 
the Chamber. 
 
Background 
 
A number of Parliaments display their national flags prominently and regularly 
in their Chambers, for example: 
 

 
  
German Bundestag    Ukraine Parliament 
 

 
 
Dáil Chamber 
 
There are Parliaments which never, or only on very specific occasions, display 
flags. For example neither House of the UK Parliament display flags in their 
Chambers. In Finland the official flag is used in the Parliament chamber only 
on certain festive occasions. These are: the opening ceremony of the 
parliamentary session (once a year); the closing ceremony of the 
parliamentary term (every fourth year) and the inauguration ceremony of the 
new President of the Republic (every sixth year). 
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The Belgian House of Representatives does not display flags. While the 
Belgian Senate only displays the Belgian flag and, when a prominent 
representative of a country or institution (a head of state or government, or 
possibly a very high ranking official of an international institution such as the 
UN) comes, at the explicit invitation of the President of the Senate, to meet 
with senators in the plenary meeting room of the Senate, the visitor's flag.  
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
In September 2000, in response to a suggestion received from a member of 
the public, the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body (SPCB) considered the 
matter of displaying the Saltire in the Chamber but decided not to display any 
flag in the Chamber. 
 
In November 2004, in light of the move to Holyrood, the SPCB reviewed the 
policy on flag flying. At the meeting on 23 November 2004 a new policy was 
agreed. The Scottish Parliament now flies the Saltire, the Union Flag and the 
EU flag each day of the year on the flag poles outside the building. However 
the policy on displaying flags in the Chamber was not altered. 
 
Francesca McGrath 
Senior Research Specialist 
11 December 2008  
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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